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ISN: pioneering global prevention
Renal disease is directly responsible for over one million deaths 
a year worldwide, and also contributes importantly to morbid-
ity from cardiovascular disease in over 12 million individuals. 
Th ese numbers are steeply rising because of the type 2 diabe-
tes pandemic. If renal disease continues its path of relentless 
and unchecked attack, both the developed and the developing 
worlds could be on the brink of a global health catastrophe.
In response to this alarming reality, the ISN established its 
Research Committee back in 2001 with the principal mission 
of fostering global prevention and regression of chronic renal 
disease. Pioneering action has resulted in the setting up of several 
early-detection and intervention programs for Chronic Kidney 
Disease in the developing world. Th ese programs follow a fl exible 
prototype so that they can be modifi ed for specifi c regions and 
are mostly carried out under local leadership with supervision 
from Research Committee members.
Th e ISN’s ongoing early-detection and prevention programs 
are exemplary in that they actively demonstrate how low-cost 
programs can be developed to reduce the burden of disease in 
developing countries.
One highly successful project and a role model for future 
prevention initiatives is the early detection of and interven-
tion in chronic kidney disease, hypertension, diabetes and car-
diovascular disease being carried out in Zhuhai, China. Th is 
project involves the mass screening of 20,000 people, focus-
ing on chronic kidney disease with screening for albuminuria, 
hypertension, diabetes and obesity.
Th e ISN also projects prevention by organizing several meet-
ings devoted to it, with the main objective of uniting the neces-
sary thought leaders and decision makers who can collectively 
strive to promote action on a global scale. A second Rockefeller 
Foundation-sponsored summit in Bellagio — “Prevention of 
Vascular Diseases in the Emerging World: A Multidisciplinary 
Approach to Global Health Equity” (December 13–15, 2005) 
— refl ected the ISN’s continued commitment to addressing the 
prevention of vascular diseases around the world.
Whereas the fi rst summit, held in March 2004, was more 
general in its focus, concentrating on the prevention of renal 
disease as a whole, Bellagio II was specifi cally structured to 
address the distressing shift  toward non-communicable dis-
eases as a leading cause of death worldwide, with particular 
emphasis on cardiovascular disease. For more detailed infor-
mation, please visit http://www.isn-online.org, and select the 
Education & Resources main menu tab.
the Barbara L. and Robert 
W. Schrier Fund for Global 
Development in Nephrology
In praise and support of the ISN’s pioneering and inspiring 
outreach programs, Robert W. Schrier and his wife, Barbara L. 
Schrier, generously provided a seed endowment of US$80,000 
to create a fund for global development in nephrology.
In response, this great gesture was soon followed by another. 
Th e ISN received a further $160,000 from Allen Salmasi to fund 
the Salmasi Family Fellowship, which was added as a sub-fund 
to the Barbara L. and Robert W. Schrier Fund.
These generous gifts will undoubtedly help extend the 
ISN’s reach and impact in its mission of prevention, but as 
two singular acts, they are far from enough. Philanthropic 
action also raises another important issue: is it really the role 
or responsibility of a handful of individuals to respond to a 
global epidemic?
To secure the future of both the Fund and the ISN’s global 
outreach and prevention programs, the ISN is appealing to the 
entire renal community to donate to the cause. In the spirit of 
solidarity, we must all recognize that there is so much that can 
and must be done, not in the future but now.
Share this timely vision and follow the Schrier and Salmasi 
lead today by making a donation online or by check (please visit 
http://www.isn-online.org, select the Education & Resources 
main menu tab and click on “Prevention”).
“Th e outreach programs of the International Society of Nephrol-
ogy to the less fortunate parts of the world are truly inspirational. 
Without more equalization throughout the world in all aspects of 
life, not just economical, the peace that everyone yearns for will 
never become a reality.” —Robert W. Schrier
